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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORG, NI 

SUBJECT: NAM CRITICISM ON BASIC HUMAN NEEDS STRATEGY 

REF: STATE 180536 

1 . ON JULY 20 DCM DISCUSSED THE ABOVE ISSUE ALONG LINES OF 
REFTEL WITH B.O. AWOKOYA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR (FOR ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS) IN MEA'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT. 

AWOKOYA SAID THAT THE DELEGATION FOR THE FORTHCOMING NAM MEETING 
HAD ALREADY LEFT LAGOS AND THAT THERE COULD BE NO QUESTION OF AN 
INSTRUCTION FROM THE MINISTRY TO THE DELEGATION ON THIS SUBJECT 
UNLESS THE MINISTRY HAD A FULL REPORT FROM ITS OWN REPRESENTATIVES 
INDICATING THE COUNTRIES WHICH OPPOSED THE BASIC HUMAN NEEDS 
STRATEGY AND THE REASONS FOR THEIR OPPOSITION. HE SAID THE 
MINISTRY WOULD THEREFORE NOT BE INTERVENING ON THIS ISSUE 

UNLESS THE DELEGATION SHOULD HAPPEN TO CABLE FOR INSTRUCTIONS. 

HE EXPRESSED REGRET THAT WE HAD NOT BROUGHT OUR CONCERN TO THE 
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ATTENTION OF HIS MINISTRY SOON AFTER THE NACB MEETING. 

2. COMMENT: AWOKOYA IS BRAND NEW IN HIS JOB AND IS THEREFORE NOT 
FAMILIAR WITH ANY DISCUSSION THERE MAY POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN IN THE 
MINISTRY REGARDING THE BASIC HUMAN NEEDS TRATEGY. HIS BOSS 
AMBASSADOR SANU IS NOT IN TOWN AND WILL PROBABLY BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NIGERIAN DELEGATION AT BELGRADE. 
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